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Message from the President

Congratulations from Meredith College! I am so pleased to celebrate your many accomplishments, 
made all the more impressive by the unusual challenges you and your classmates have navigated over 
the last several years.

You have proven you are stronger than the challenges you have faced. You showed incredible resilience 
and commitment to your education, qualities that will stand you in good stead as you embark on the 
next phase of your life’s journey.

I hope you will use this celebratory time to re�ect and deepen your con�dence in your ability to take 
charge of your own destiny. Rest assured, life will continue to hand you surprises – some pleasant and 
some not. But either way, you have the preparation and practice to think and act with courage, dignity, 
and strength.

Meredith College’s emphasis on Going Strong by identifying and making the most of your innate 
strengths is not simply a gimmick or a tagline – it is a research-based approach that prepares you 
to live your best life. I hope you will re�ect on your strengths whenever you face a challenge or an 
opportunity, seeing how one or a combination of your strengths can actually point you in the right 
direction.
 
As the proud president of our alma mater, I can think of no better lifelong takeaway from your 
Meredith education.

Warmest wishes and, again, heartfelt congratulations to you.

Dr. Jo Allen, ’80
President, Meredith College



* Please stand

Program

*Invocation Stacy Pardue, A.B., M.A.T.S.
 Meredith College Chaplain

Welcome Jo Allen, ’80, A.B., A.M., Ph.D.
President of the College

Remarks From Graduate Abby Dittmann
 President, Class of 2024

Conferring of Degrees — Completed August and December 2023, May 2024 
 and Candidates for August 2024

Laura Davidson, B.A., M.S.L.S.
Acting Provost

President Allen



Assisting with the Ceremony:  Meredith College Executive Leadership Team    
    
     Lennie Barton, B.S., M.S., Ed.D.
     Vice President for Institutional Advancement

     Kristi Eaves-McLennan, A.B., MBA (’14)
     Vice President for Marketing and Communications

     N. Jean Jackson, ’75, A.B., A.M., Ph.D.
     



Meredith College Board of Trustees 2023-24

Charles Royal, Chair

Ella Plyler Frantz, ’80, Vice Chair

Christie Bishop Barbee, ’83

David Branch

Lena Epps Brooker, ’62

Yvette M. Brown, ’90, Immediate Past Chair 

Lee Canipe

Patricia Whisnant Cease, ’75

Adrienne Hiner Cole, ’93

Josephine Smith Cooper, ’67

Bill Crouch

Andrea Oakley Fox, ’95

Jena Muntz Gallagher, ’85

James Gaynor

Leslie Landis Hayes, ’80

Alma Ammons Ho�mann, ’89, M.Ed. 

Brenda Parks Hughes, ’70

Patricia Armstrong Johnson, ’70

Ann Lowery, ’74

Jennifer Jones Mann, ’92

Harrison Marshall

Deborah Stanley McNeill, ’71

Carol Lancaster Milano, ’79

Quintala Parham, ’08

Chris Rolfe

Nancy Pentecost Siska, ’76

Claire Sullivan Slaughter, ’72

Silda A. Wall Spitzer, ’80

Chuck Stuber



This list reflects students who completed 
requirements for the degree in Summer 
and December 2023 and students who 
are candidates to complete requirements 
for the degree in May 2024 and Summer 
2024. Honors Scholars, Teaching 
Scholars, and Dual Degree Engineering 
designations are listed for students enrolled 
in these programs.

The information listed was accurate as of 
April 18, 2024.
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Callie Murphy Klein—§, σ
Kendal Amelia Kwasnick—σ

Megan Amanda Lanning—χ

Samantha Kathleen Leggott
Ryann Elizabeth LoCascio
Brenda Escarlet Lopez
Yaquelin López Villena
Rebecca Lopez-Bello
Gracie Sophia Love
Madelyn Pleasants Lynn
Madison Renee Mabry
Christine Eunice Wanjiru  
 Mambo—§, μ
Makayla Nicole Marsh
Caroline Hamilton Marshall
Sarah Beth Marshall
Josephine M. Martin
Grace Elizabeth Matulewicz—μ

Mary Christine Maul—χ

Arrianna Addison May—χ

Abigail Maura McPherson—§, μ
Giselle Miroslava Mejia-Santos—μ

Stephanie Grace Melvin
Marian Valerie Mendy—μ

Ainsley Grace Mengel—σ

Yoselin Lizbeth Menjivar Lara



Breanna Epiphany Bivens—χ



Nia Zurene Rejoya Simpson
Kathryn Claire Sirois
McKayla-Hope Elizabeth Smith
Noelle Elizabeth Smith—χ

Rachel Rea Smith
Tiana Ashanti Smith
Savannah Rose Smoak
Kara Elizabeth Solomon—σ

Sara-Rose McAden Spann
Olivia Pearl Steen
Ava Barbara Sturzebecher
MiRonda Joy Swepson—χ

Zaineb Fatima Syed
Skylar Beck Symonds—§, μ
Keerthi Tammineni—σ

Jessica Enn-Hui Tan—§, σ
Abigail Kaitlyn Taylor—μ

Corionna Alexis �ompson—χ

Morgan Riley �ompson—χ

Grace Sophia Tippett—χ

Maryuri Melissa Torres
Michelle Alejandra Vargas-Ugarte
Paula Sophia Viloria Lopez—μ

Elyse McGill Wagner—χ

Abigail Paige Ward
Sara-Hale Evalyne Watson
Camryn Chanelle Way—μ

Amanda Laine Webb—Ε, σ
Reagan Elizabeth Webb—σ

Hannah Marie Weigle—Ε, §, σ
Constance Elyse Wesley—σ

Haileigh Ruth West
Kasey Shea Wilkins
Anna-Grace Callaghan Wilkinson
Avery Elizabeth Williams—μ

Carson Alexandra Wood—Ε, §, μ
Arri LeaToni Woodhouse—§, μ
Isabella Noel Young
Clara Elisabeth Zwahr

Candidates for the  
Bachelor of Music Degree

Jasmin Nicole Brown
Nicole Amber Craig
Azrielle Rose Marino—σ

Eliandras Alexandra Sims—μ

Candidates for the 
Bachelor of Social Work

Breanna Epiphany Bivens—χ

Chandler Brooke Butler—χ

Morgan Summer Elkins
Han Hudson
Nataliya Caroline Kenny
Lisbeth Elevita Maldonado—χ

Catherine Sinclair Moorman
Anna Brooke O’Quinn
Sarah Elizabeth Poisson—χ

Anna Nicole Sago
Olivia Jean Skaggs
Denley Nichole Sweeney—σ

Morgan Rose �omas
Lizette Velazquez Castellanos
Graysen Blair Wall—μ

School of 
Art and Humanities

Candidates for the Master of Arts 
in Criminal Justice Degree

Victor T. Brown
Joyce Dixon
Brooks Barton Gaster
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School of Education,  
Health and Human  
Sciences

Candidates for the Master of Arts 
in Industrial-Organizational 
Psychology Degree

Audrey Anne Ahlvers
Alexi Nicole Batchelor
Taylor Alexandria Berry
Mia Grace Burchette
Isabel Cortes
Loren K'Tryce Daniel
Melinda Bowling Durham
Brett Christopher Johnson
Janika Koelblin
Sophia Lee
Rashi Maheshwari
Brianna Danelle McCray
Katherine Diane McMahan
Caroline Dillon Murray
Priyal Chetan Patel
Monica Renee Ragsdale
Shreeja Divyesh Shah

Candidates for the Master of Arts 
in Teaching Degree

Chris Kinzer Champ
Amanda Dominga Duran
Lohoma Vanessa Fields—• 
Kerstin Annette Lindgren
Taylor Fipps Luciano
Alena Mosina
Heather Christine Poisson
Megan Emily Pope
Tonia Natalie Shafto

Candidates for the Master of  
Science in Nutrition Degree

Hannah Louisa Abdulla
Cory Wade Akers
Rachel Johanne Bauer
Abigail Leigh Brewer
Amanda M. Cadarette
Haley Marie Cavin
Cherisse Tabb Chaney
Ching-Hsien Chiu
Mackenzie Rae Cole
Helen Panelo Cortez
Haley Laura Daniels
Emma Grace Denton
Hope Lindsay Dunn
Shanetta Edwards
Marissa Jordan Eo�
Peyton Elizabeth Evans
Jessica Nicole Faulkner
Laura Anne Godkin
Suzanna Rodriguez Gracyk
Chandler Lauren Gray
Alexis Louise Gustafson
Lauren Elizabeth Hoyt
Nicole Grace Joyner
Dayna Lynn Mounie
Camila Alejandra Nunez
Sharon Burke Ormand
Neena Rai
Lindsey Renae Rykard
Amanda Paige Sales
Lauren Elizabeth Schulker
Juanielle Patricia Scott
Kensey Lynne Smith
Jordyn Elizabeth Steele
Mary Anne Szuch
Kaja Shanelle �ompson
Ashlee Marie Tines
Georgia Oakley Vaughn
Gabrielle Marie Veauthier
Elizabeth Beeson Walser

Benjamin Dontreal White
Jennifer Snow White
Isabel Marie Zimmermann
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Academic Regalia

T
 
he wearing of formal academic dress on this occasion serves as a reminder of our union 
with an academic heritage whose ceremonial tradition dates from the medieval univer-
sity. �e varied patterns of cut and color in the dress of faculty members indicate the 

level of their degree, their academic discipline and the universities which granted their degrees. �e distinguish-
ing mark of the gown is the sleeve. Bachelor’s degree gowns have long pointed sleeves. Master’s degree gowns 
have oblong sleeves which open at the wrist. Doctor’s degree gowns have bell-shaped sleeves with three velvet 
chevrons, indicating years of post-graduate study.
 Hoods, which vary in length for the three degrees, are lined with silk in colors identifying the institution 
granting the degree, usually with one color forming a chevron pattern over the other. �e color of the velvet 
edging indicates the discipline in which the degree was earned. �e colors associated with some disciplines are as 
follows:

 Bachelor’s degree candidate regalia consists of the maroon robe and mortarboard with tassels distinguishing 
the degree conferred: Bachelor of Arts, black; Bachelor of Music, pink; Bachelor of Science, gold; and Bachelor 
of Social Work, white. Cords or stoles denote membership in various honor societies<</Lang (en-US)/MCID 1095 >>BDC bBTb11 0 hca/kelor 
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